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MEDICAL  OFFICER’S  REPORT 

For  the  Year  ended  December  81st,  1908. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee. 

Sir  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  of  submitting  my  Annual  Report  on  the  health 
of  the  County  Borough  of  West  Hartlepool  for  the  year  1908. 

The  Local  Government  Board  Regulations  state  that  this  report 
is  to  be  for  the  year  ending  December  81st,  or  if  the  Medical  Officer  at 
that  date  has  not  been  in  office  for  a  whole  year  then  for  so  much  of 
the  year  as  has  elapsed  since  his  appointment. 

In  order  to  preserve  the  continuity  and  completeness  of  previous 
reports  I  am  making  use  of  the  data  and  statistics  left  by  my  pre- 
decessor  to  make  a  report  for  the  whole  of  the  year  1908. 

GEOLOGY. 

West  Hartlepool  is  largely  built  on  boulder  clay  which  overlies 
magnesian  limestone.  The  limestone  crops  out  at  various  places  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  town  in  such  a  manner  as  to  indicate  that  there  is  a 
basin  or  hollow  filled  with  deposited  clay  upon  which  Lae  town  is  built. 
The  magnesian  limestone  terminates  in  a  Southerly  direction  in  a  down¬ 
ward  fault  showing  new  red  sandstone.  In  Seaton  Carew  the  boulder 
clay  overlies  the  new  red  sandstone. 
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METEOROLOGY. 

The  prevalence  and  severity  of  many  diseases,  including  most 
of  the  common  infectious  diseases,  are  influenced  by  seasonal  and 
weather  conditions.  This  is  most  constant  in  the  case  of  diarrhoea, 
especially  infantile  diarrhoea.  The  maximum  diarrhoeal  mortality  is 
usually  attained  in  the  week  in  which  the  temperature  recorded  by  the 
four  foot  earth  thermometer  reaches  its  mean  weekly  maximum. 

Again  the  prevalence  of  diarrhoea  is  in  general  inversely  propor¬ 
tional  to  the  rainfall.  Rain  is  a  great  purifier  of  air  for  it  washes  out 
of  it  gaseous  and  solid  impurities,  besides  innumerable  bacteria.  The 
heavy  summer  rainfalls  are  highly  beneficial  in  washing  out  the  sewers 
and  washing  the  streets.  The  following  details  with  regard  to  the 
rainfall  in  1908  have  been  supplied  by  Councillor  Lamb. 


Month 

Total  Depth 

Greatest  Fal 

1  in  24  hours 

Number  of  days 
with  .01  or  more 
recorded. 

Inches 

Inches 

Date 

January 

.650 

.81 

7th 

8 

February 

.850 

.26 

29th 

13 

March 

1.550 

.27 

25th 

19 

April 

1.605 

.24 

4th 

17 

May 

1.490 

.49 

30th 

14 

June 

.410 

.11 

17th 

8 

July 

2.59 

.52 

8th 

13 

August 

.850 

.13 

24th 

16 

September 

1.495 

.23 

20th 

16 

October 

.570 

.12 

19th 

11 

November 

1.110 

.38 

13th 

12 

December 

.505 

.07 

10th 

17 

Total 

13.680 

3.13 

164 

POPULATION. 

The  Registrar  General  bases  his  estimate  of  a  District  upon  the 
assumption  that  the  population  will  increase  in  the  same  ratio  as  it  did 
during  the  decade  previous  to  the  last  census.  He  calculates  the 
present  population  of  the  Borough  to  be  77,578.  This  method  is 
unreliable  for  an  industrial  town  where  there  has  been  a  period  of 
depression  in  trade. 

For  the  purposes  of  this  report  the  estimated  population  of  last 
year  has  been  taken  and  to  it  has  been  added  the  natural  increase,  that 
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is  the  excess  of  births  over  deaths  during  1907.  This  gives  a  population 
of  71,H7.  As  all  the  statistics  are  based  upon  this  estimated  population 
it  is  important  that  it  should  be  as  nearly  as  possible  a  correct  estimate. 
It  is  possible  to  check  this  figure  as  in  December  1908,  the  number  of 
occupied  houses  in  the  Borough  was  counted  and  found  to  be  13,625. 
If  this  number  is  multiplied  by  the  average  number  of  persons  per 
occupied  house  as  existed  at  the  last  census,  namely  5.308,  the  population 
would  be  72,321. 

Another  method  of  estimating  the  population  has  been  adopted 
by  your  Borough  Engineer.  He  finds  that  at  the  census  in  1901  the 
number  of  burgesses  was  10,050,  and  the  population  being  62,627,  the 
number  of  persons  per  voter  was  5.96.  In  1908  the  burgesses  had 
increased  to  11,527,  and  allowing  the  same  number  of  persons  per  voter 
as  at  last  census  the  population  in  1908  would  be  68,701. 

But  owing  to  bad  trade  the  number  of  persons  per  voter  has  in 
all  probability  increased  since  last  census,  a  certain  number  of  voters 
living  with  their  relations  and  friends.  Allowing  for  this  increase  as 
ascertained  by  certain  observations  made,  the  population  at  the  middle 
of  1908  would  be  70,200. 

The  population  as  estimated  therefor  for  the  purpose  of  this 
report  shows  a  mean  between  these  two  checks. 

The  following  is  an  estimate  of  the  population  of  the  various 


Wards: —  North  ...  ...  9,363 

West  ...  ...  12,144 

Park  ...  ...  9,480 

South  West  ...  ...  12,915 

South  East  ...  ...  9,209 

Central  ...  ...  10,631 

North  East  ...  ...  5,063 

Seaton  ...  ...  2,342 


71,147 

VITAL  STATISTICS— BIRTHS. 

During  the  year  2,138  births  were  registered  as  against  2,080  in 
1907.  This  gives  a  birth  rate  of  30.05  per  thousand  per  annnm  as 
against  29.7. 
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The  birth  rate  for  the  ten 

previous  years  is  here  recorded  : — 

1899 

33.8 

1900 

35.1 

1901 

36.1 

1902 

37.6 

1908 

34.8 

1904 

33.3 

1905 

31.1 

1906 

31.5 

1907 

29.2 

1908 

28.3 

The  birth  rate  of  the  76  largest  English  Towns  was  26.9  during 

1908.  Of  the  2,048  births  there 

were 

Males 

•  • 

..  1,130 

Females  • 

•  • 

..  1,008 

Of  these  61  were  illegitimate,  giving  an 

average  of  28.5  per  thousand 

births  registered,  a  decrease  of  4.2  on  the 

previous  year. 

The  birth  rate  in  the  various  Wards  compared  with  last  year  : 

1907. 

1908. 

North 

35.7 

35.4 

West 

27.9 

28.4 

Park 

22.9 

22.8 

South  West 

39.6 

89.2 

South  East 

31.0 

31.9 

Seaton 

29.0 

32.0 

North  East 

19.7 

19.3 

Central 

24.1 

25.4 

The  annexed  interesting  and  instructive  chart  has  been  devised 


by  the  District  Registrar,  Mr.  Barrett. 

The  chart  shows  diagrammatically  the  number  of  births  that 
would  have  taken  place  in  the  Hartlepools’  Registration  District  if  the 
same  rate  had  continued  up  to  1908  as  in  the  census  year  1881. 

The  year  1881  was  not  in  any  way  an  exceptional  year. 

The  outstanding  feature  of  the  diagram  is  the  rapid  drop  in  the 
birth  rate  since  1902,  the  actual  number  of  births  in  1908  being  less 
than  in  1899,  notwithstanding  the  increase  in  population. 
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CHART  OF  BIRTHS. 


Hartlepools  Registration  District, 


Actual  Births 


From  the  Year  188 1  to  1908  (inclusive). 


Year 

Population 

Actual 

No.  of 
Births 

Rate 
per  1000 
per  an. 

No.  of  Births 
at  the  1881  rate 
viz.  39.1 

1881 

48618 

1895 

89.1 

1891 

65552 

2580 

88.5 

2568 

1901 

87672 

8141 

85.8 

8327 

1908 

- 

100822 

2815 

28.4 

3911 

3911 


The  irregular  black  line  shows  the 
number  of  Births  actually  recorded 
each  year,  from  1881  to  1908. 

Highest  Number  recorded  in  one 
year,  viz.  in  1902,  was  3207  births. 


1881  2 

Census 

Year 

195  Births  in 

e  year  1881. 
ate  per  1000 

•=  39.1 


0  1891  2  8 

Census 

Year 


0  1901  2 

Census 

Year 
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Year 

Totals 

1881 

1895 

2 

2140 

3 

2240 

4 

2330 

5 

2060 

6 

2160 

7 

2085 

8 

2170 

9 

2390 

1890 

2495 

1 

2530 

2 

2585 

8 

2620 

4 

2545 

5 

2655 

6 

2565 

7 

2655 

8 

2738 

9 

2934 

1900 

3066 

1 

3141 

2 

8207 

3 

3112 

4 

3022 

5 

2841 

6 

2951 

7 

2889 

8 

2815 

A.  BARRETT,  Registrar. 
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DEATHS. 

During  the  year  93B  deaths  of  residents  have  been  registered. 
Of  this  number  88  have  died  in  the  Workhouse,  10  in  the  Cameron 
Hospital,  7  in  the  Hartlepools  Hospital,  3  in  the  Port  Sanitary  Hospital, 
and  1  in  York  Asylum.  All  have  been  classified  in  the  Wards  to  which 
they  belong. 

The  death  rate  is  13.1  per  thousand  per  annum. 

The  death  rate  in  the  various  Wards  is  as  follows  :  — 


North 

14.2 

West 

11.7 

Park 

10.1 

South  West 

14.1 

South  East 

13.1 

Seaton 

17.5 

North  East 

14 

Central 

13.6 

The  average  death  rate  during  1908  of  the  76  largest  towns  in 
England  was  15.4. 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY. 

By  Infantile  Mortality  is  meant  the  deaths  occurring  under  one 
year  of  age,  and  the  rate  is  calculated,  not  according  to  population,  but 
to  the  number  of  births  registered  in  the  year. 

A  relatively  high  infantile  mortality  may  be  regarded  as  inevitable 
owing  principally  to  defects  in  infants  at  birth,  a  large  proportion  of 
such  defective  children  dying  within  the  first  few  weeks  of  life.  A  large 
amount  is  however  preventible. 

The  chief  causes  operating  in  favour  of  preventible  infantile 
mortality  are — (a)  bad  sanitation  ;  (b)  ignorance  of  the  proper  method 

of  feeding  children. 

(a)— The  one  blot  on  sanitation  of  this  district  is  the  presence  of 
a  large  number  of  privy  middens.  These  middens  are  the  breeding  grounds 
of  countless  flies  and  bacteria,  which  by  infecting  milk  and  other  food 
are  responsible  for  epidemic  diarrhoea. 

Dirty  and  ill  ventilated  houses  are  similarly  fruitful  sources  of 
infantile  mortality. 
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(b) — The  feeding  of  infants  except  by  the  breast  is  not  an  easy 
but  an  exceedingly  difficult  matter,  and  a  great  deal  of  ignorance 
prevails  with  regard  to  the  proper  method  of  artificial  feeding.  The 
most  rational  and  inexpensive  method  of  dispelling  this  ignorance  is  by 
giving  instruction  in  the  management,  especially  the  dietary,  of  infants 
to  the  future  mothers — the  girls  in  the  senior  classes  of  the  schools. 

The  infantile  mortality  for  the  Borough  was  114  per  thousand 
births  registered. 

In  the  76  largest  towns  the  average  was  128.  This  rate  varied 
enormously  according  to  locality,  for  instance  in  Hornsey  it  was  62,  in 
Leyton  77,  in  Rhondda  184,  and  in  Burnley  it  reached  200. 

The  following  table  shows  the  infant  mortality  in  the  various 


Wards: —  North 

•  •  • 

96 

West 

98 

Park 

78 

South  West  ... 

98 

South  East  ... 

119 

Seaton 

133 

North  East  ... 

155 

Central 

159 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

The  Borough  was  comparatively 

free 

from  notifiable  infectious 

diseases  during  1908,  the  total  number  reported  being  only  145. 

The  following  table  shows  for  comparison  the  infectious  diseases 
notified  during  the  last  ten  years  :  — 

1898 

159 

1899 

118 

1900 

220 

1901 

189 

1902 

409 

1908 

615 

1904 

588 

1905 

470 

1906 

377 

1907 

258 

1908 

145 

For  further  statistics  see  Table  III  at  the  end  of  the  report. 
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SCARLET  FEVER. 

There  were  only  48  cases  notified  and  as  in  previous  epidemics  in 
the  last  decade  or  more  the  type  was  benign.  There  were  in  fact  no 
fatal  cases. 

ENTERIC  OR  TYPHOID  FEVER. 

There  were  17  cases  notified  and  5  deaths. 

This  disease  is  always  present  in  the  Borough  though  it  has 
never  assumed  an  epidemic  form.  The  existence  of  a  large  number  of 
privy  middens  is  probably  responsible  for  the  endemic  character  of  the 
disease. 

EPIDEMIC  DIARRHCEA. 

There  were  only  15  deaths  from  this  disease,  mostly  occurring  in 
children  under  one  year  of  age. 

The  mildness  of  this  periodic  epidemic  was  due  to  the  absence  of 
any  prolonged  hot  and  dry  weather  during  the  summer. 

MEASLES. 

There  were  six  deaths  from  Measles  all  arising  from  an  epidemic 
commencing  towards  the  end  of  the  year. 

WHOOPING  COUGH. 

There  were  19  deaths  all  occurring  in  children  under  5  years  of  age. 

PHTHISIS. 

This  disease  was  responsible  for  67  deaths  during  the  year. 


The  following  table  shows  the  Infectious  Diseases  notified 
during  the  last  ten  years  : — 


Scarlet 

Fever 

Enteric 

Fever 

Small- 

Pox 

Diph¬ 

theria 

Ery¬ 

sipelas 

Pnerp’l 

Fever 

1908 

48 

17 

•  •  • 

62 

17 

1 

1907 

150 

16 

•  •  • 

57 

83 

2 

1906 

212 

25 

•  •  • 

105 

34 

2 

1905 

820 

18 

11 

92 

27 

2 

1904 

376 

14 

9 

159 

30 

2 

1903 

473 

24 

11 

84 

22 

•  •  • 

1902 

276 

27 

•  •  • 

80 

24 

1 

1901 

116 

22 

•  •  • 

20 

29 

1 

1900 

143 

25 

10 

16 

24 

2 

1899 

41 

31 

«  •  • 

15 

28 

1 

1898 

96 

24 

9 

11 

19 

1 
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MIDWIVES’  ACT,  1902. 

By  the  provisions  of  this  Act  no  woman  after  the  first  of  April, 
1910,  may  attend  habitually  and  for  gain,  women  in  childbirth  unless 
certified  under  the  Act. 

During  the  year,  I  visited  all  the  certified  Midwives — 13  in 
number — at  their  homes,  and  gave  advice  where  needed. 

None  had  any  special  training,  but  all  understood  the  necessity 
for  cleanliness  in  their  work  and  used  antiseptics. 

Very  few  kept  proper  registers  or  appliances. 

Three  were  illiterate. 

Two  had  the  letters  C.M.B.  after  their  names  on  their  brass 
plates,  but  both  had  the  letters  removed  on  the  infringement  of  the  Act 
being  pointed  out  to  them. 

There  are  some  Midwives  in  the  town  who  hold  the  Central 
Midwives’  Board  Certificate,  but  are  not  on  the  local  roll,  probably 
owing  to  neglect  to  annually  notify  themselves. 

HERMAN  SCHMITZ,  M.D.,  B.Sc., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Comttjj  Horouglj  of  Mrst  Hartlepool. 


Sanitary  Inspectors  Report 

Foe  Year  ending  31st  December,  1908. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee . 

Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  presenting  to  you  my  Annual  Report  of  the 
work  done  in  the  Sanitary  Department  for  the  year  ending  December 
31st,  1908. 

During  the  year  821  informal  notices  have  been  served  for  the 
abatement  of  1,122  nuisances.  Many  of  these  not  having  received 
attention,  116  formal  notices  had  to  be  served,  as  resolved  by  you,  but  in 
only  one  instance  had  legal  proceedings  to  be  resorted  to. 


SEVENTEEN  notices  stand  over,  the  work  not  being  completed. 
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GENERAL  WORK. 


Number  of 
Notices 
Served. 

Nature  of  Nuisance. 

Number  of 
Nuisances 
Registered 

10 

To  trap  defective  drains 

15 

5 

,,  No  disconnection  from  sewer 

6 

61 

,,  Other  faults 

93 

157 

,,  Cleanse  and  lime  wash  dirty  dwellings  and 

workshops 

158 

14 

,,  Repair  yard  pavements  ...  ...  ... 

26 

90 

,,  ,,  spouts  and  fall-pipes 

127 

15 

,,  ,,  dwelling  house  roofs 

28 

81 

„  Convert  privies  and  ashpits  into  W.C.’s  and 

dry-pans  ... 

33 

75 

,,  Abate  overcrowding 

76 

6 

,,  Cleanse  and  limewash  common  lodging 

houses 

6 

1 

,,  Abate  overcrowding  in  cowsheds ... 

1 

10 

,,  Cleanse  and  repair  cowsheds 

10 

4 

,,  „  bakehouses 

4 

9 

,,  Repair  privies  ... 

13 

8 

,,  ,,  ashpits  ...  ...  ..*  ... 

16 

71 

,,  „  water-closets 

137 

18 

,,  Provide  additional  water-closets  ... 

14 

H 

1 

,,  Remove  offensive  accumulations  of  manure 

7 

10 

„  Animals  improperly  kept 

10 

2 

„  Provide  dust-pans 

2 

96 

„  „  ashpit  and  pan-closet  doors 

137 

4 

,,  Close  polluted  wells 

4 

13 

,,  Clean  out  soft  wafer  wells 

18 

7 

,,  Cease  throwing  slops  into  ashpits 

7 

11 

,,  Remove,  accumulations  of  offensive  stag- 

nant  water 

11 

13 

,,  Provide  a  pure  water  supply 

16 

78 

„  Other  nuisances 

147 

821 

1,122 

116* 

937 

*  Final  Notices. 
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WATER  SAMPLES. 

Four  samples  well  water  analysed. 

One  sample  Company’s  water  analysed. 

The  samples  of  well  water  were  certified  to  be  polluted  and  quite 
unfit  for  drinking  purposes. 

Upon  notices  being  served  upon  the  owners,  the  said  wells  were 
closed  and  filled  in,  and  the  Company’s  water  laid  on. 

The  sample  of  Company’s  water  was  certified  good  and  wholesome 
quality  for  drinking  purposes. 

FRUIT  INSPECTION. 

Particular  attention  has  been  given  as  in  previous  years  at  the 
Steam  Navigation  Warehouses,  to  the  inspection  of  fruit  discharged 
from  the  Hamburg  Boats- 

The  whole  of  the  fruit  discharged  from  the  Hamburg  Boats,  with 
the  exception  of  one  barrel  of  plums,  was  found  in  good  condition. 

Several  packages  of  fruit  which  had  been  in  transit  by  rail  were 
condemned  and  destroyed. 

Meat,  Fruit,  etc.,  condemned  and  destroyed  as  unfit  for  human  food . 

MEAT,  Etc. 

6  Carcases  of  Beasts. 

15  „  Pigs. 

1  Tub  of  Herring. 

1  Case  of  10  Plucks. 

8  Boxes  Cheese. 

3  Pounds  Tripe. 

36  Geese 

FRUIT. 

29  Barrels  Plums. 

44  Baskets  ,, 

1  Box  ,, 

2  Kits  ,, 

18  Cwt.  ,, 

1  Box  Lemons. 
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HOUSES  FUMIGATED. 

Beds,  Bedding,  and  all  other  articles  likely  to  retain  infection, 
have  been  removed  from  129  houses  to  the  Corporation  Disinfecting 
Chambers,  and  148  rooms  have  been  fumigated  in  129  houses. 

Notices  and  instructions  have  been  left  at  each  house.  Dis¬ 
infectants  and  lime  have  been  given  free,  and  brushes  lent  to  the  poor 
for  the  cleansing  of  their  houses  and  premises. 

Beds,  Bedding  and  Sundries  disinfected  by  apparatus  and  in 


dwellings  :  — 

Beds  and  Bedding  ...  ...  121 

Pillows  and  Bolsters  ...  ...  242 

Carpets  and  Rugs  ...  ...  76 

Articles  of  Clothing  ...  ...  117 

Sheets,  Blankets,  and  Quilts  ...  280 

Sundry  Articles  ...  ...  ...  121 


Total  ...  957 

*  MMM  ■■I  — 


COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES. 

There  are  eight  Common  Lodging.  Houses  registered  in  the 
Borough.  All  have  been  systematically  inspected,  and  have  been 
found  in  a  fairly  clean  condition. 

Those  that  required  attention  were  served  with  notice. 

Under  the  Public  Health  Act,  Amendment  Act  1907,  further 
restrictions  are  put  upon  Common  Lodging  House  Keepers.  Deputy 
Keepers  must  be  registered,  and  either  the  Keeper  or  the  Deputy  must 
remain  in  the  lodging  house  between  the  hours  of  nine  in  the  evening 
and  six  in  the  morning,  of  the  following  day.  Also  separate  conven¬ 
iences  must  be  provided  for  each  sex. 

REGISTERED  HOUSES  LET  IN  LODGINGS. 

Ten  houses  let  in  lodgings  have  received  special  attention.  As 
these  places  are  always  liable  to  he  overcrowded,  or  insufficiently  cleansed, 
and  as  there  is  a  continual  changing  of  tenants,  frequent  inspection  is 


necessary. 
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DAIRIES,  COWSHEDS,  AND  MILK  SHOPS. 

There  are  on  the  Register  106  Milkshops,  36  Purveyors,  and 
10  Cowsheds. 

These  places  have  received  great  attention,  as  places  where  milk 
is  kept  should  be  exceptionally  clean,  and  free  from  all  dust  and  dirt. 

No  shops  should  in  my  opinion  be  registered  for  the  sale  of  milk 
where  vegetables  are  also  sold,  as  it  is  practically  impossible  to  keep 
such  shops  in  a  proper  state  of  cleanliness. 

In  two  cowsheds  more  light  and  ventilation  were  required,  and  in 
a  third  one  a  better  supply  of  water  had  to  be  provided.  All  alterations 
were  carried  out  satisfactorily. 

The  purveyors  have  also  received  attention. 


SCAVENGING. 

The  scavenging  of  the  town  has  been  fairly  well  carried  out.  A 
few  complaints  were  made  which  received  the  attention  required 
Several  foul  privies  and  ashpits  were  converted  into  water  closets,  and 
dry  ash  pans  provided  for  the  house  refuse. 


Table  of  Loads  Removed  and  Destroyed. 


Month 

Destructor 

Farms 

Sundries 

Total 

January 

1,093 

554 

184 

1,831 

February 

1,218 

513 

180 

1,911 

March 

1,322 

422 

182 

1,926 

April 

1,598 

513 

209 

2,320 

May 

1,288 

355 

225 

1,868 

June 

1,227 

231 

218 

1,676 

July 

1,454 

200 

267 

1,921 

August 

1,151 

130 

223 

1,504 

September 

1,502 

131 

284 

1,917 

October 

1,233 

93 

249 

1,575 

November 

1,162 

272 

243 

1,677 

December 

1,782 

547 

306 

2,635 

16,030 

3,961 

2,770 

22,761 
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INSPECTION  OF  PUBLIC  ABATTOIRS,  Etc. 

6,425  Dwelling  houses,  Shops  and  other  premises  inspected. 
376  Factories  and  Workshops  inspected. 

347  Common  Lodging  Houses  inspected. 

576  Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milk  Shops  inspected. 

503  Fish,  Fruit  and  Meat  Shops  inspected. 

164  Houses  let  in  Lodgings  inspected. 

27  Ice-cream  Vendors  premises  inspected. 

29  Fruit  Boats  inspected. 

49  Bakehouses  inspected. 

165  Visits  to  Abattoirs. 

144  Visits  to  Fever  Infected  Houses. 

104  Drains  tested  with  smoke  machine. 

135  Complaints  received  attention. 

833  Bottles  Carbolic  Acid  given  out. 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS. 

116  Samples  have  been  taken  for  analysis  during  the  year  of 
which  45  were  taken  informally,  viz. : — 


Articles 

No.  taken 

Genuine 

Doubtful  Adulterated 

Milk 

52 

43 

9 

Butter... 

18 

18 

•  •  •  .  ,  , 

Margarine 

6 

6 

Pepper 

7 

7 

Mustard 

7 

7 

Vinegar 

4 

2 

2 

Bread  ... 

6 

6 

Rum  ... 

2 

2 

Gin 

2 

2 

Whiskey 

1 

1 

Brandy 

1 

1 

Sweets 

1 

1 

Cheese 

6 

6 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

J  am  ...  ...  ... 

3 

3 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

116 

105 

2  9 
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The  following  samples  were  taken  informally : — 

9  samples  Butter 

6  ,,  Margarine 

7  „  Pepper 

7  ,,  Mustard 

6  ,,  Bread 

6  ,,  Cheese 

3  ,,  Jam 

1  ,,  Sweets 

45  Total 


The  undermentioned  samples  upon  analysis,  were  found  to  be 
adulterated  : — 


No. 

of  Sample 

Nature  of  Sample 

Result  of  Analysis 

Remarks 

106 

Milk 

9.34%  deficient  in  fat 

An  explanation  was 

107 

5  5 

1.42%  added  water 

demanded  in  each 

112 

5  ? 

11%  deficient  in  fat 

case  from  the  Farmer 

113 

>  5 

14% 

or  Retailer  by  the 

148 

5* 

20%  ,,  ,, 

Health  Committee. 

154 

>5 

11.3%  „ 

156 

5  ? 

2.47%  added  water 

Explanations  were 

180 

5  * 

7%  deficient  in  fat 

accepted. 

184 

5  5 

4%  added  water 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


THOMAS  WHEAT. 
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FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOPS  ACT,  1901. 


Report  on  the  Administration  of  this  Act  in  the  County  Borough 
of  West  Hartlepool  for  the  Year  1908. 


On  January  1st,  1908,  there  were  278  Workshops  (including 
Domestic  Workshops)  on  the  Register. 

During  the  year  56  new  ones  have  been  added  and  12  closed 
and  struck  off  the  Register. 

The  number  on  the  Register  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  822 
made  up  as  follows  : — 

Workshops  ...  ...  266 

Domestic  Workshops  ...  56 

822 

Domestic  Workshops  consist  of  private  dwelling  houses,  which  by 
reason  of  the  work  carried  on  therein  are  technically  workshops.  68 
inspections  have  been  made  of  this  class  of  workshop,  and  the  conditions 
under  which  the  work  was  carried  out  have  been  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

WORKPLACES.  There  are  8  Workplaces  on  the  Register.  10 
visits  have  been  made  and  no  cause  for  complaint  found.  These  places 
include  the  kitchens  of  Hotels,  Restaurants  and  Tea  Rooms. 

OUTWORKERS.  There  are  17  firms  in  the  Borough  who  employ 
Outworkers.  Many  of  these  are  employed  by  more  than  one  firm,  the 
number  of  Outwork  Contractorsbeing  12,  and  the  number  of  individu- 
able  Outworkers  84.  They  are  engaged  in  the  following  trades  : — 

Tailoring  and  Tailors  Alterations  ...  23 

Boot  Repairing  ...  ...  •••  11 

Total  ...  34 

The  firms  employing  these  Outworkers  show  great  reluctance  to 
sending  in  the  lists  containing  the  names  and  addresses  of  the 
Outworkers  employed  by  them,  as  required  by  the  Factory  Act.  During 
the  year  only  7  such  lists  have  been  received. 

16  Inspections  have  been  made  of  Outworkers’  premises,  and  in 
only  one  instance  has  it  been  necessary  to  serve  a  notice  requiring  the 
cleaning  of  the  premises.  No  case  of  infectious  disease  has  been 
notified  from  an  Outworkers’  Home. 
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BAKEHOUSES.  There  are  41  Bakehouses  on  the  Register,  and  of 
these  7  are  underground,  one  of  which  is  at  present  unoccupied. 

These  have  been  frequently  inspected,  and  it  has  been  necessary 
to  serve  9  notices  where  breaches  of  the  special  sanitary  regulations 
have  occurred. 


Workshops  on  the  Register,  December  81st,  1908. 


Number  and  Nature  of  various  Trades. 


Dress  and  Mantle  making  ... 

58 

Egg  Pickling 

4 

Milliners 

15 

Sailmakers 

4 

Tailors  ... 

25 

Upholsterers 

4 

Boot  Makers  and  Repairers... 

26 

French  Polishers 

...  4 

Joiners  and  Cabinet  Makers 

35 

Cycle  Repairers... 

4 

Bakers  (retail) 

37 

Tripe  Boilers 

3 

Do.  (wholesale) 

4 

Tinsmiths 

3 

Plumbers 

22 

Picture  Framers 

4 

Cartwrights 

9 

Beer  Bottlers  ... 

3 

Blacksmiths  ... 

13 

Various  other  trades  ... 

...  45 

Total 

322 

Workshops  added 

TO 

Register  During  1908. 

Bakers  »»•  •  ••  •••  •••  12 

Dressmakers  and  Milliners  ...  10 

Cartwrights  ...  ...  ...  3 

Cabinet  Makers  ...  ...  ...  2 

Scale  Adjustors  ...  ...  ...  2 

Boot  Repairers  ...  ...  ...  8 

Various  other  trades  ...  ...  19 


56 

FACTORIES. 


These  come  within  the  special  province  of  His  Majesty's 

Factory  Inspector. 

The  District  Council  are  only  concerned  with 

1.  Provision  of  suitable  sanitary  accommodation. 

2.  Provision  of  separate  conveniences  for  each  sex. 

3.  Home  Work. 

4.  Fire  Escapes. 

103  Inspections  have  been  made,  and  15  notices  have  been  served. 
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The  following  tables  are  included  at  the  request  of  the  Secretary 
of  State  : — 

FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS,  LAUNDRIES,  WORKPLACES  &  HOMEWORK. 

1.  INSPECTION. 


Including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors. 


Premises. 

Number  of 
Inspections. 

Written 

Notices. 

Factories  (including  Factory  Laundries)  ... 

103 

15 

Workshops  (including  Workshop  Laundries) 

304 

45 

Workplaces  (other  than  Outworkers  pre¬ 
mises  included  in  Part  3  of  this  Report 

10 

2.  DEFECTS  FOUND. 


Particulars. 

Nuisances  under  the  Public  Health  Acts 

Want  of  Cleanliness  ... 

Want  of  Ventilation  ... 

Overcrowding... 

Other  Nuisances 
Sanitary  Accommodation  : — 

Insufficient 

Unsuitable  or  Defective 
Not  separate  for  sexes 

Offenses  under  the  Factory  and  Workshop 

Act : — 

Illegal  occupation  of  underground  Bake¬ 
house  (s.  lOl) ...  ...  ...  ...  —  ...  — - 

Breach  of  special  sanitary  requirements  for 

Bakehouse  (SS.  97  to  100)  ...  ...  9  ...  9 

Other  Offences  (excluding  offences  relating 
to  outwork  which  are  included  in 

part  3  of  this  Report)  ...  ...  —  ...  — 


Number  of  Defects 
Found  Remedied 


12 

2 

2 

22 


12 

2 

2 

22 


8 

8 

6 


3 

7 

6 


64 


•  •  • 


63 
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3.  OTHER  MATTERS. 

Class. 

Matters  notified  to  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories  : — 


Failure  to  affix  Abstract  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act 

( S .  1 5  3)  •••  •••  • » •  •  • «  •••  • » •  ••• 


Action  taken  in  matters  referred  by  H.M.  Inspector  as 
remediable  under  the  Public  Health  Acts,  but  not 
under  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act  (S.  5)  : 

Notified  by  H.M.  Inspector 

Reports  (of  action  taken)  sent  to  H.M.  Inspector 
Underground  Bakehouses  (S.  101)  : 


Certificates  granted  during  the  year  ... 
In  use  at  the  end  of  the  year  ... 


Number. 


14 


19 


6 


4.  HOMEWORK. 

Lists. 

Lists  of  Outworkers  received  (S.  107)  ...  7 

Inspections  of  Outworkers’  Premises  ...  16 

Outwork  in  Unwholesome  Premises  ...  1 


Outworkers. 

6 


SEVEN  UNDERGROUND  BAKEHOUSES. 

Mason,  Stockton  Street.  Eve,  Church  Street. 

Thompson.  Church  Street.  Barnett,  108  Lynn  Street. 
Turner,  Surtees  Street.  Peacock,  Whitby  Street. 

Peacock  Middleton  Road. 
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1. — Table  of  BIRTHS  and  DEATHS  occurring  in  the  County  Borough  of  West  Hartlepool  for 

the  11  years  ending  1908. 


Births 

Total  Deaths  Registered  in  the 
District. 

Total 

Deaths 

Deaths  of 
Non¬ 
residents 
registered 
in  Public 

Deaths  of 
Residents 
registered 
in  Public 

Nett  Deaths  at  all 
Ages  belonging  to 
the  District. 

Population 

in 

Under  1  Year  of  Age 

A  f  a  1 1  A  cr^Q 

Public 

estimated  to 

Institu- 

Year 

middle  of  each 
year 

Number 

Rate 

Number 

Rate  per 
1,000 
Births 
registered 

Number 

Rate 

Institu¬ 
tions  in 

THE 

District 

Institu¬ 
tions  in 
the 

District 

tions 

beyond 

the 

District 

Number 

Rate 

1 

2 

I 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

II 

1 

12 

13 

1898 

58,500 

j,6ii 

27-5 

290 

180 

809 

13-8 

•  • 

64 

886 

14.8 

1899 

61,000 

2,063 

33-8 

394 

191 

1.053 

17.2 

•  • 

75 

1,222 

18.4 

1900 

61,500 

2,162 

35-i 

280 

129 

891 

T4  4 

•  • 

82 

962 

15.6 

1901 

62,614 

2,261 

36. r 

323 

142 

965 

15-3 

•  • 

98 

1.043 

16.6 

1902 

62,614 

2,357 

37-6 

283 

120 

893 

14.2 

•  • 

98 

983 

l5-7 

1903 

65.309 

2,278 

34-8 

290 

127 

843 

12.8 

•  • 

107 

95o 

T4-5 

1904 

66,744 

2,225 

33-3 

296 

133 

963 

14.2 

•  • 

125 

1,088 

16.3 

1905 

66,744 

2,078 

311 

290 

139 

999 

14.9 

•  • 

129 

1,128 

16.8 

1906 

68,804 

2,168 

3°-9 

297 

137 

891 

12  I 

35 

3 

147 

1,038 

x5  1 

1907 

70,040 

2,080 

29.7 

262 

126 

923 

i3-i 

32 

•  • 

9i 

1,014 

.  I4-4 

Averages 
for  years 
1898-1907 

64,846 

2,128 

32-9 

3°o 

142 

923 

14  2 

•  • 

•  • 

IOI 

1,029 

15.8 

1908 

7IT47 

2,138 

28.3 

234 

114 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

95 

|  933 

X3X 

1 

I — Institutions  within  the  district  receiving  sick  and  infirm  persons  from 
outside  the  district. — None. 

II.— Institutions  outside  the  district  receiving  sick  and  inHrm  persons  from 
the  district — 

Hartlepools  Hospital ;  Cameron  Hospital ;  County  Asylum, 
Sedgefield  ;  Port  Sanitary  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital , 
Workhouse,  Throston. 

nI  —Other  Institutions,  the  deaths  in  which  have  been  distributed  among 
the  several  localities  in  the  district.— None. 


Total  population  at  all  ages  . 62,627 

Number  of  Inhabited  houses . 1 1 .797  | 

Average  number  of  persons  per  house . 5*3  ^ 


Area  of  District  in  acres 
exclusive  of  area  covered 
by  water. 


High  Water 


3.555  acres 


Is  the  Union  Workhouse  within  the  district  ?— No. 


At  Census 
of  1901. 
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II- — Fable  of  BIRTHS  and  DEATHS  occurring  in  the  County  Borough  of  West  Hartlepool,  for  the  years  1898  to  1907  (Classified  according  to  Wards). 


Name  of 
Localities 

1.  NORTH 

2. 

WEST 

3- 

PARK 

4.  SOUTH  WEST 

5.  SOUTH 

EAST 

— 

6.  SEATON 

7.  NORTH  EAST. 

8. 

CENTRAL 

Wards 

— 

,  0 

C/5 

<D 

Deaths  under  1  year 

.  0 

T3 

C/5 

CD 

U 

d 

V+H 

.  O 

C/5 

<D 

U 

d 

CD 

.  O 

T3 

CO 

ID 

U 

d 

<D 

,  0 

ra 

C/5 

<D 

u 

d 

CD 

O 

l 

T3 

CO 

D 

U 

gZ 

CD 

H-i 

,  0 

C/5 

<D 

bC 

year 

.  ’o 

'O 

CD 

<Z) 

0/ 

be 

year 

Year 

1 

Population  esti 
mated  to  middle 
each  year 

Births  registere 

Deaths  at  all  Ag 

Population  esti 
mated  to  middle 
each  year 

Births  registere 

Deaths  at  all  Ag 

Hi 

U 
< D 

T3 

P 

P 

C/5 

rP 

-w 

d 

<D 

Q 

Population  esti 

mated  to  middle 

each  year 

Births  registere 

Deaths  at  all  Ag 

<D 

C 

3 

V) 

c3 

<D 

Q 

Population  esti 

mated  to  middle 

each  year 

Births  registere 

Deaths  at  all  Ag< 

Deaths  under  1  y 

Population  esti 

mated  to  middle 

each  year 

Births  registere 

Deaths  at  all  Ag 

Deaths  under  1  y< 

- - - - 

Population  esti 

mated  to  middle 

each  year 

Births  registere 

be 

< 

13 

d 

C/5 

rP 
-*— » 
gZ 
<u 

Q 

Deaths  under  1  ) 

Population  esti 

mated  to  middle 

each  year 

Births  register! 

-4~» 

GZ 

C/5 

r~* 

cZ 

<D 

<u 

p 

C/5 

r~* 

w 

CD 

py 

Population  est 

mated  to  middh 

each  year 

u 

<D 

'Si 

be 

Zj 

M 

C/5 

L- 

13 

ct 

CO 

d 

CD 

r~\ 

Deaths  under  1 

a 

b 

c 

d 

a 

b 

c 

d 

a 

b 

c 

d 

a 

b 

c 

d 

a 

b 

c 

d 

a 

b 

c 

d 

a 

b 

c 

d 

a 

c 

d 

1898 

7>I9° 

•  • 

93 

29 

9.380 

in 

46 

7.785 

•  • 

89 

25 

9,960 

.. 

136 

54 

7,868 

•  • 

123 

48 

2,214 

•  • 

4° 

9 

4,418 

•  • 

66 

19 

9,660 

•  • 

151 

60 

1899 

7,672 

288 

107 

50 

10,159 

364 

135 

5i 

8,425 

237 

117 

46 

10,290 

369 

150 

69 

8,221 

293 

190 

65 

2,150 

7i 

40 

n 

4.586 

112 

86 

25 

9.497 

329 

198 

73 

1900 

7.638 

290 

99 

38 

10,233 

379 

138 

37 

8,509 

275 

92 

32 

10,389 

381 

130 

41 

8.345 

321 

139 

48 

2,215 

61 

3i 

12 

4,632 

108 

78 

17 

9.684 

347 

184 

54 

1901 

8,131 

305 

93 

31 

10,692 

406 

127 

47 

8,415 

234 

120 

44 

11,240 

476 

177 

55 

8,076 

3i9 

136 

45 

2,066 

65 

31 

11 

4.023 

107 

65 

16 

9.527 

349 

196 

72 

1902 

8,131 

346 

no 

46 

10,691 

432 

132 

42 

8,415 

255 

84 

17 

11,240 

477 

188 

65 

8,076 

329 

130 

38 

2,066 

7° 

42 

13 

4.481 

104 

53 

1 1 

9.527 

345 

154 

5i 

1903 

8,466 

328 

107 

37 

1 1,028 

378 

no 

39 

8,75° 

245 

86 

20 

H.575 

518 

199 

82 

8,411 

309 

105 

38 

2,401 

69 

39 

16 

4,816 

116 

54 

14 

9,862 

315 

143 

44 

1904 

8,687 

350 

144 

5i 

1 1,296 

35i 

145 

42 

8,909 

238 

108 

30 

11,894 

472 

177 

53 

8,615 

3l6 

148 

54 

2,431 

69 

28 

n 

4.878 

115 

45 

10 

10.034 

3i4 

168 

44 

1905 

8,687 

336 

120 

41 

1 1,296 

336 

134 

35 

8,909 

200 

112 

22 

11,894 

497 

224 

70 

8,615 

286 

149 

46 

2,431 

69 

28 

7 

4.878 

93 

67 

24 

10,034 

262 

165  i 

45 

1906 

8.917 

368 

120 

36 

11,746 

339 

126 

42 

9.238 

219 

98 

24 

12,338 

501 

189 

57 

8,872 

293 

n4 

44 

2,269 

67 

23 

9 

4.958 

114 

49 

23 

10.466 

267 

172 

51 

1907 

9*I24 

326 

128 

33 

11,940 

334 

149 

44 

9.368 

215 

94 

19 

12,611 

5  00 

235 

68 

9T39 

282 

I24 

34 

2,307 

67 

38 

8 

5.007 

99 

59 

22 

10.644 

257 

— 

187  | 

34 

Averages  , 
of  Years  ' 
1898  to  j 

8,214 

326 

112 

39 

j- - - - 

11,446 

380 

130 

42 

8,678 

236 

100 

28 

11,223 

465 

180 

61 

8,413 

306 

I 

1  136 

46 

2,255 

68 

34 

j  11 

4>66S 

107 

62 

18 

9.893 

3io 

172 

53 

1907. 

1908 

9.363 

332 

133 

32 

12,144 

346 

142 

34 

9,480 

217 

96 

17 

12,915 

506 

183 

47 

9,209 

294 

121 

35 

2.342 

75 

41 

IO 

5.063 

98 

7i 

16 

10,631 

270 

145 

43 

Total  Births,  2,138. 


Males,  1,130. 


Females,  1008. 


Legitimate,  2.077. 


Illegitimate,  61. 
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IIS.  L  able  shewing  CASES  of  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  notified  in  the  County  Borough  of  West  Hartlepool  during  the  year  1908. 


Notifiable  Disease. 

Cases  notified  in  Whole  District. 

■ 

Total  Cases  notified  in  each 
(Wards). 

Locality. 

No.  OF 

Cases  removed  to  Hospital  from  each  Locality 
(Wards). 

At  all 
Ages. 

At  Ages 

— Years. 

I 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

I 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

Under 

1. 

1  to  5. 

5  to  15. 

15  to  25. 

25  to  65. 

65  and 
upwards 

North- 

East 

Seaton 

Central 

South- 

East 

South- 

West 

Park 

West 

North 

North- 

East 

Seaton 

Central 

South- 

East 

South- 

West 

Park 

West 

North 

Total  cases 
removed 
to  Hospital 

Small-pox  . . 

Cholera 

.  • 

•  . 

.  . 

.  . 

.  . 

.  . 

.  , 

,  , 

,  . 

.  . 

.  . 

,  , 

,  , 

Diphtheria  &  Membranous  Croup 

62 

1 

26 

29 

4 

2 

•  • 

3 

2 

6 

2 

17 

13 

12 

7 

I 

I 

.  . 

2 

.  . 

I 

5 

Erysipelas  . . 

*7 

I 

12 

4 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

4 

3 

.  . 

.  . 

.  . 

.  . 

.. 

Scarlet  Fever 

48 

14 

26 

6 

2 

2 

I 

6 

2 

15 

8 

8 

6 

2 

.  • 

7 

3 

I 

13 

Typhus  Fever 

■ 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

.  • 

.  . 

.  # 

Enteric  Fever 

■7 

•  • 

2 

5 

4 

6 

I 

•  • 

4 

4 

5 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

2 

. . 

,  , 

4 

Relapsing  Fever  . . 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

.  . 

.  . 

,  # 

Continued  Fever  . . 

•  • 

•  • 

.  . 

#  . 

.. 

Puerperal  Fever  . . 

1 

1 

I 

. . 

.  . 

, . 

Plague 

•• 

Totals  . . 

145 

1 

43 

60 

14 

'23 

4 

6 

5 

18 

IO 

39 

25 

25 

*7 

I 

3 

I 

IO 

2 

4 

I 

22 

1 

lo^ag 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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